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Absenteeism diminished in a perceptible way; more of the
Protestant landlords became resident; the good consequences
were in time manifest. The middleman tenures, indeed, re-
mained common, with their evil effects on landed relations;
the habits of the gentry hardly improved; the humbler tillers
of the soil were still steeped in poverty. But kindlier feelings
certainly grew up between the owners of land of the higher
orders and the Catholic tenants in occupation of the soil; these
turned towards their masters with something like the old senti-
ment of the clansmen to their chiefs, a sentiment deeply rooted
in the nature of the Celt; and this feeling grew stronger in the
course of time. It was at this period, and during the next half
century, that most of the great country seats and demesnes
that exist in Ireland were laid out and formed; and Arthur
Young, who wrote in 1776-8, gives on the whole rather a
pleasing account of the relations between the chief resident
gentry and their dependents, if farmers of the better
class. A marked improvement also took place in the towns
within the reach of commerce and its benign influence. Dublin
grew into a really fine capital, adorned with many noble public
buildings and with institutions that told of progress. Cork too
and Belfast became seats of trade; even some of the inland
towns showed signs of active life. And with this material,
there was social and moral progress; the influences of the
eighteenth century effected something, if not much, in miti-
gating Protestant ascendency in its worst aspects and in
making Catholic subjection less grievous; and there was a
development of letters, of art and of science, on which we shall
say a few words afterwards.
This change, as had been the case before, affected the
institutions and the social life of Ireland. The government
of the country remained much as it had been; it .abounded in
many, perhaps increasing abuses; it was still for the most part
carried on by Englishmen. But the Irish Parliament grew in